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Editorial

Dear Readers,
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When a science fiction movie in 1992, referred to the “metaverse”, viewers thought it to be
a far-fetched concept that may materialize sometime in the future. Come 2022, metaverse
is not only a reality, (augmented by technologies of the likes of VR headsets), but also, the
companies behind it aim to create a single, universal, interconnected network of 3D virtual
worlds connecting billions of people around the world.

Metaverse will make social connection the norm through ‘avatars’ - your digital representative
in this virtual universe. With privacy issues, internet addiction and social-harm concerns
(already female avatars have complained of harassment!) even at the testing stage, there do
seem to be strong indications that the metaverse would prove to be yet another headache for
people worried about screen time and social ills connected to the internet.

For a conscientious Muslim, already recognizing the world to be a temporal abode of
deception and test in comparison to the reality of the Hereafter, a 'virtual’ world, within this
‘unreal” world, is a deception within a deception.

Parents, beware! It is a mirage at a proportion greater than any we've come across earlier.

Talking of the Universe, the spectacular, real one i.e., the human mind is comprehensively
stumped by its (ever-expanding) vastness. Light from the Sun passes 150 million km in eight
minutes to reach us; so, we see the star as it was eight minutes ago (remember Interstellar?)
This means that if the Sun disappeared, it would take us eight minutes to notice! Light from
the closest star outside our solar system, Proxima Centauri, takes approximately four years
to reach the Earth. Scientists opine that the ‘Big Bang’ (a manifestation of Kun Fa-Yakoon in
Muslim terminology) took place nearly 13.8 billion years ago. Thus, the much-hyped James
Webb Space Telescope will see those stars as they were billions of years ago! (Source: NASA)

It is indeed amazing then, that many people who dedicate their entire lives to studying
our incredible Universe, dim out the light that could’'ve emanated from their own hearts in
recognizing the Creator. Thus, we see a number of eminent scientists openly professing their
atheism. The Holy Qur'an envisages this clearly:

“Say, '‘Observe what is in the heavens and the earth’. But of no avail will be signs or warners
to a people who do not believe.” (10: 101)

And again: “And no sign comes to them from the signs of their Lord except that they turn
away therefrom” (6:4)

In this milieu, it seems imperative that alongside venturing out to explore the universe, and
delving into the mysteries of the world we inhabit, we must endeavor to know ourselves
and our Creator on a war-footing basis, to recognize our inner calling and pay heed to the
movement of the inherent compass of right and wrong placed inside us from the onset.

Our inclusion in the Ululalbab section, ‘Learn who you are’ can prove to be a useful starting
point in this exercise.
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Come November, and our local media is rife with dedicated coverage of the life, times and
poetry of Shair-e-Mashrig, Allama Muhammad Igbal. In the opening chapter of his book on
Igbal, Syed Abul Hasan Nadwi praises him in these words:

"l admired him particularly as a champion of human equality and brotherhood, as envisaged
in Islam, and a believer in the essential nobility of the Muslim. | also admired him as a fearless
critic of the Western materialistic civilization...” (The Glory of Igbal).

Our Cover Story is dedicated to this unrivalled visionary.

In view of Igbal’s vision of the Ummah, our inclusion in Action Alerts (“Towards building Ummah
Consciousness”) discusses the importance of building an ummah-wide sense of responsibility
and compassion.

However, empathy and compassion come from a discerning heart; and a thinking / feeling
heart needs a healthy body to hone and energize it.

To this end, the article in Health Check spells out the indispensability of physical wellbeing for
one’s spiritual health and strength.

Read away to galvanize your souls...
Wassalam,

Zawjah Farid
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By Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani@ss

Surah Al-An’am

Translation with Arabic Text
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(Be mindful of) the Day We shall gather them together, then We will say to those who associated partners
with Allah, “Where are those you claimed to be partners of Allah?” [22]
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Then, they will have no other mischievous move but that they will say, “By Allah, our Lord, we ascribed
no partners to Allah.” [23]
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See how they will lie about themselves, and all that they used to forge will vanish from them. ° [24]
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There are those among them who (apparently) listen to you, but We have coverings on their hearts, so
that they do not understand, and heaviness in their ears.® If they were to see all the signs, they would still

not believe in them, so much so that, when they come to quarrel with you, the disbelievers say (of the
Qur'an), “It is nothing but tales of the ancient”. [25]
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From it they ruin none but their own selves, while they do not realize it. [26]
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If only you could (be there to) see when they will be made to stand by the Fire, and they will say, “Would
that we were sent back, then we would not reject the sins of our Lord, and would join the believers”. [27]
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In fact, what they were concealing earlier will become clear to them. 7 If they were sent back, they would
again go for what they were forbidden from, as they are sheer liars. [28]
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They say, “There is nothing but this worldly life of ours, and we are not going to be raised again.” [29]

47 pOpa8GE8 eyl 1158y 1800 a5 1536501 b 5l B 55353105535
If only you could see when they will be made to stand before their Lord! He will say, “Is this not true?”

They will say, “Of course, by our Lord, it is.” He will say, “Then, taste the punishment, for you used to
disbelieve.” [30]
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Losers indeed are those who deny that they will ever face Allah, until when the Hour will come upon them

suddenly, they will say, “Alas! We have been negligent about it.” They shall carry their burdens on their
backs. Beware! Evil is the burden they carry. [31]
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The worldly life is nothing but a game and fun, & and the last abode is surely much better for those who
fear Allah. Would you still not understand? [32]
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Indeed, We know that what they say makes you sad, because it is not you whom they reject, but the
transgressors actually deny the signs of Allah. [33]

Ealiss I8 oo 2 ATl o RT3 Y53 A 5 1501515308 a e 19 70mB UL 3 213 308 58T

e
Indeed, many messengers have been rejected before you, but they stood patient against their rejection,

and they were persecuted until Our help came to them. No one can change the words of Allah, ? and of
course, some accounts of the messengers have already come to you. [34]
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Explanation

5) This refers to the deities they believed in. On the Day of Judgment, they will find none of them to offer
help, because the deities they imagined to exist never existed at all.

6) They listened to the Holy Qur'an or to the discourse of the Holy Prophet%;% not as seekers of truth, nor
even with an open mind. They listened to it just for fun and mockery. Therefore, Allah &2 says, it did
not benefit them. Instead, He has put a covering on their hearts because of their obstinacy.

7) It means that this statement of theirs will not be based on any change in their attitude; it will be merely
to save themselves from the divine punishment they used to deny in the worldly life and to conceal and
suppress its proofs offered by the Holy Qur'an and the Holy Propheti&g.

8) ‘World life" in this verse refers to those parts of one’s life which are spent without paying heed to Allah &2
and His commands. However, as explained by numerous texts of the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah, the time
spent in obedience to Allah ¥ and His Prophetfg is a blessing and an asset of unmatched value,
because it is this time of life that paves the path for one’s betterment in the Hereafter. Another reason
for calling the worldly life fun and games is that, as compared to the bounties of the Hereafter, all the
pleasures of this life are no more than play. A little child deems his toys as his most valuable asset, and
can hardly conceive that anything can be more attractive to him than his toys. But when he is grown up
and becomes a mature man, he realizes that the toys he valued and cherished in his childhood were of
no value as compared to the wealth and properties he has acquired now through his hard work. If he
had been playing all the time with those toys, he would never have acquired this real wealth. Similarly,
man in this world is attracted by its charms but when he will see the real charms of the Hereafter, he
will realize that the worldly life was no more than a play.

9) ‘Words of Allah” here refers to the promise made by Allah &2 that after a transitory period, the ultimate
triumph is destined for the Prophetig and those who follow the truth.

TGN
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on’lIrading and
Hoarding of Wealth

By Mawlana Manzoor Nomanizis

(187/47) Jubair ibn Nufair relates from the
Prophetil, by way of irsal, that he said: "It has
not been revealed to me by Allah ¥ that | should
hoard wealth and make buying and selling my
profession, but it has been revealed to me that
| should celebrate the praise of my Lord and be
of those who prostrate before Him and keep
obeying my Cherisher till the time of death"
(Sharah as-Sunnah).

Commentary: Trade is not prohibited in Islam.
On the other hand, a large part of the injunctions
of the Shar'iah deal with it and other forms of
monetary transactions. The Prophetfg, too has
praised the traders highly who carry out their
businesses with honesty. But the special position
occupied by the Prophet€ and the nature of the
prophetic mission entrusted to him by Allah &
demanded that he did engage himself even in a
legitimate profession as that of trade. Besides,
Allah 2 had relieved him of anxiety in this
respect by endowing his heart with the virtues of
contentment and total reliance upon Allah & for
his care. What the Prophet intends to convey here
is that he has to apply himself single-mindedly to
the tasks assigned to him by Allah & , and it was
not his business to carry on with trade or to amass
wealth.

Amongst the followers of the beloved Prophetig,

also, it is the ideal state for those who choose
for themselves a life of complete reliance upon
Allah & and are prepared to undergo cheerfully
the trials and hardships that come with it. But
for others, it is necessary to engage in some
lawful economic activity in order to earn a living,
particularly in the present times.

Preference of Poverty

(188/48) It is related by Abu Umamah &% that
the Messenger of Allah£€ said: My Lord offered
to make the valley of Makkah full of gold for me
[if | desired to be rich], but | replied, 'l do not
want it [but prefer for myself such a state of want
and poverty that] | may eat my fill one day and
go without a meal on the other so that when |
am hungry, | shall be humble to You, and when |
am satisfied with food, | shall praise You and be
grateful" (Musnad Ahmad and Tirmidhi).

Commentary: It shows that the propheti had
voluntarily chosen the state of poverty and
starvation in which his whole life was spent.

Sometimes a Taba’ei relates a hadith but does
not mention the name of the companion through
whom it had reached him. Such a hadith is called
Mursal, and the act of narrating it is called irsal.

Re-awakening to the ideals of a blessed life | |T|:Itellect®
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Listening to the

Uur’an o

[slamic talks

while doing

something else

Answered By Mufti Shafig Jakhura and Mufti M.D. Mangera

Q. | want to know whether | can listen to the
Qur'an or hear talks from Islamic scholars
while working on some software code or while
playing games?

A. It is obviously disrespectful to hear the Qur'an
being recited and not listen to it attentively.
Hence, one should avoid playing a Qur'an
audio while one is engaged in other activities.

Similarly one must also give due attention when
listening to an Islamic lecture, though this does
not have the same status as listening to the
Holy Qur'an and as such one may listen to a talk
whilst engaged in other activities. However, this
is not preferable as it could lead to incorrect
understandings and misquotations etc.

And Allah &2 Knows Best.

Qada Umari: Making up Salats Missed in a
Lifetime

Answered by Mufti Shafiq Jakhura

Q. Is there any proof from authentic ahadith of
Qada Umari?

A. "Hazrat Anas ibn Maalik #% narrates in a
hadith of Sahih Bukhari that Rasulullah%ﬁ%
mentioned:

“Whoever forgets to pray a Salah, it is
obligatory upon him that he prays that Salah
when he remembers. There is no other way

@lih]telleCt | Re-awakening to the ideals of a blessed life

that this can be made up” (Sahih Bukhari ,
Kitaabul Mawaageet - Hadith 597)

The words of £ in a hadith of Muslim are as
follows: “Whenever one of you misses a Salah due
to sleeping or due to negligence, it is obligatory
upon him that he prays the Salah when he
remembers it, because Allah & has metioned,
“Perform Salah when you remember me” (Hadith

1569).
In a Hadith of Sunan Nas'ai it is mentioned:

“Rasulullah Sall-Allahu alayhi wa sallam was asked
regarding a person who misses a Salah due to
sleep or negligence. Rasulullah Sall-Allahu alayhi
wa sallam mentioned that its compensation is that
he should perform the Salah when he remembers”
(Nasaai p. 171).

These Ahadith as well as many others are clear
that any Salah that has been missed must be
performed when one remembers. In fact the ayah
of the Qur'an recited by Rasulullah Sall-Allahu
alayhi wa sallam in the hadith of Muslim above,
also indicates that this ayah of the Holy Quran
refers to gada Salah as well, as it was recited in
the context of dada.

There is a consensus among the jurists that qada
must be made for missed Salahs.

- Courtesy: albalagh.net
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The VITUS

By Maulana Abdul Sattar e¢Excls
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a higher status (i.e. They have the power and the
ability to stop the sinners) and they do not change
them, but Allah will send His punishment upon
them all.’

If someone in a household commits a sin, and the
rest of the family has the ability to stop it—that is,
someone can stop it with their hands, someone
can stop it with their tongue—there may be ways
to stop it, but instead, no one seems to care.
Then, before they pass away, each person will
experience severe punishment.

Worrying About Sins

Today there is no attempt to remedy the virus of
sins that is spreading everywhere. It should be
sprayed upon with asgtaghfar! Spray it inside your
homes and also invite your friends to it. The lasting
remedy is the one that our beloved Prophetig

At the EXPENSe of
Spirituality

By Bint Akram
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