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Editorial

Dear Readers,

When children fly in an airplane, their enchantment at how big things gradually become
“smaller” as they go up, carries an important life lesson for elders..... If our life is a line
drawn from point A to B, the further we move towards B, what may have seemed like a
mountain nearer point A, now seems irrelevant and miniscule. Why so? Because
perspectives and priorities change over time and fresh experiences open our eyes to totally
new realities.

A scholar once described that he could still recall the severe dejection he had felt on losing
a simple outdoor game in his childhood; it had seemed like the end of the world at the time!
As he grew up, the pettiness of the matter made him laugh at his earlier reaction.

Similarly, when a teenager is restricted from staying out late at night, it seems to him like his
parents have hit him with a hammer on the head. His whole world seems to shrink down to
this one, solitary prohibition; all his parent’s favours and boundless affection fade out as
background noise. It's only years later, when this youngster becomes a parent himself, that
he is able to realize and feel the other side of the picture; and something which hitherto
didn't seem to make any sense at all, suddenly becomes crystal clear.

In These Fingers don't Wrinkle our contributor dwells upon this very reality: how parenthood
changes our take on how and what our parents did when we were small.

In Tell a Tale, the protagonist learns a similar lesson, albeit the hard way!

A Hadith in Sahih Muslim narrates (meaning) that the one who is devoid of softness in habits
is devoid of all good. This serves as a rule of thumb, especially for those involved in Da‘wah
activities; for a thing explained in a wise and kind manner makes home in the listener’s heart,
while stringency can turn away people from even the most beautiful of words. Thus, how we
say what we say plays a huge role in the efficacy of our speech. This is the take-home point

in our Cover Story — The Message and the Messengers, and it's a very important point
indeed.

In Poets’ Panorama, our inclusion Unless You Do is poignant and moving. It is enough to
spur many a procrastinating ones into instant action....
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When the day dawns, do not wait and dwell upon the approaching evening, nor burn in the
fires of the past, rather, focus on the now and present.....

In Reflections, Bint e Akram broods over the clouds of general despondency that envelop
our youth. Negativism is rife where hope should've taken root; the focus on bygones and
the past drowns useful action in the present, like an object tied to a brick weighing down
into deeper waters. On parallel footings, it is futile to sink in a daydreaming vortex about the
future without exerting in the ‘todays’.

What's the way ahead then? The writer has some useful points to share.

“The Mission of Islam was to provide guidance in every dimension of life, to restore
humanity to the respect, dignity, and higher purpose for which man was created.......... The
community of the Companions #& was infused with a powerful sense of mission, to spread
this precious treasure, in order to free mankind from the bondage of false gods and earthly
powers, and bring them to the liberation of Islam, and worship of the One True God.”
These compelling lines are excerpted from the summary of a book that is a must-read for
Muslims to connect the dots from our glorious past to our troubled present and into our
promising future, (inshAllah). Please turn to our Books for All section for the complete
synopsis.

Let us be trained from the mistakes of our past, till there is still time to do so!

Wassalam,

Zawjah Farid
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Dhu'l Nun al Masrizis was asked about love. He responded:

“It is to love that which Allah loves,

to hate that which Allah hates,

to perform all good,

to reject everything that busies you from Allah,

and not to fear any blame for the sake of Allah,

while being gentle with believers, stern with disbelievers,

and to follow the Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and
give him peace) in matters of religion.”
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UNLESS
YOU DO

By Eeman Zubair
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These Fingers Don't Wrinkle

The first time it sinks in is when you have to hold
them. Their soft satin skin glides on the tip of
your fingers and you think, ‘So precious. So
fragile. All mine.’

Those were the first thoughts | had when | looked
at the scrunched up face of my first born. His eyes
were crinkled with his gaping mouth widened in
worry. The innocence flashed in his face as the
oblivious obscurity of the orbiting world didn’t
register in his mind. It'd take time.

Those weren't the only words which ran through
my head. | was mostly musing about

my mother. At a time like that, my

mother came into the center of my

vision.

| was transporting myself into
her being while she saw me
for the first time. She often
used to say | was like a

rosy white flower every nurse rushed in to see.
I’'m sure she thought the exact same thing which
| did for Muhammad. So precious. All mine.

A lot of women, I'm sure, will understand where
I’'m coming from when | say that all it takes is for
one to become a mother for them to truly
realize the worth of their own parent. And
we're talking about back in the days when
diapers didnt exist and people didn't
have the comforts of many technologies

which exist today. We're talking about
women that lived in a comparatively

more conservative society
comprising of joint-families and the

system of “bahus” cooking for the

family (which exists even today but

has branched out a lot in
liberal-minded families). Maids who

were rarely kept to look after

children but for the daily dusting,

sweeping and mopping rituals

often rushed right out as soon as

they were done. There was little to

none of the two-second refuge to

the toilet for mothers with
screaming toddlers running around

and a stew left steaming on the

stove. Let's not forget the daily

hassles of weddings, attending
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“Shaykh al Hadith stated: | have heard the practice of my teacher’s shuyukh was that if a
student brought up a point of disagreement during a lesson whose answer was inexplicable to
him, he would go up to the teacher for an explanation and deliberate with him.

Maulana Thanawi (Allah sanctify his secret) used to say that | have established the system of
tarjih al rajih (i.e. giving preference to the preferred) so that if someone notices a mistake in my
works then he may inform me, and if | am convinced of my mistake | will publicly proclaim it.
Therefore, | have, in the past, wholeheartedly affirmed places where | have committed errors
or lapses. When | am not convinced of my mistake, | reproduce the opinion of the one differing
and so one may follow whichever position appeals to his heart. This is what | have always done,
never imposing my own opinion on anyone.

This is due to the blessing of Maulana Muhammad Ya'qoub (Allah have mercy on him), for
although this blessed disposition was in all the akabir it was not quite like that of Maulana
Muhammad. If something was mentioned that did not give him full conviction, he would jet-off
during his class to get a book and would, without hesitation, state, ‘| have not understood this.
Please, if you may discuss it with me.” Then, after the discussion he would return and
recapitulate to the other students what the teacher said, stating ‘Maulana explained this part
in this way...

Further, if on a specific point a student discusses something with the teacher and turns out to
be correct, the teacher would immediately during the class go back on his position, stating in
clear words that he had made a mistake..."” (‘akabir ka taqwa’, pg 56-57, Maktaba al Shaykh ed.)
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True Legacy: Mawlana Muhammad Badr
Alam Miruthi’s love for books

By ‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu Ghuddah
Translated by Abu ‘Asim Badrul Islam

‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu Ghuddah (rahimahullah) writes:

‘When | was honoured and blessed with the opportunity to visit the illuminated city of Madinah
(may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon it's inhabitant) for the second time after Hajj
toward the end of 1384 AH (1965 CE), | had completed the publication of the book, al-Ajwibat
al-Fadilah li’l As’ilat al-‘Asharat al-Kamilah by Imam 'Abd al-Hayy al-Lucknowi al-Hindi that
same year. | had edited and annotated the book before publication. | took a few copies of the
book with me to Madinah so that | could present them as gifts to some of my eminent Shuyukh
residing in the illuminated city.

At the forefront of these eminent Shuyukh was our Shaykh al-’Allamah al-Muhaddith al-Faqgih
al-Shaykh Muhammad Badr ‘Alam al-Miruthi al-Hindi who had chosen permanent residence in
the abode of hijra [the illuminated city of Madinah]. | went to visit him in his house. He had
been, at the time, incapacitated by illness and was permanently confined to his bed. Due to

this poor health he was unable to study, research and satiate himself with knowledge the way
he desired.

| presented a copy of al-Ajwibat al-Fadilah which he accepted with much joy and appreciation.
He praised the book and said to me: “I had purchased the book as soon as it had arrived in the
bookshops of the illuminated city of Madinah. As you can see, | do not have the strength or
the health to be able to read and study the way | would have wished to. But my intention in
purchasing this book was to leave books of knowledge for my children and family. This is
better for them as inheritance than wealth.” These words were for me a priceless lesson. |
learnt a lot from them and have benefited, therefore, | have related this incident regarding the
Shaykh — may Allah have mercy on him. He passed away in the illuminated city of Madinah
during 1385 AH.’

-Safahat min Sabr al-‘Ulama ‘ala Shada’id al-‘llm wa al-Tahsil, 7th edn, (Aleppo: Maktab
al-Matbu‘at al-Isamiyyah, 2003, p.325)
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4B:

provides a model for us: she trained her
child so well that when Ibraheem &% said
that | saw a dream in which | am sacrificing
you, the ten year old responded by saying
that do as you are commanded, you will find
me among the Sabereen (the patient ones),
insha’Allah!  Amazing training! It is my
personal belief that this is why all men and
women must imitate her footsteps in Hajj
until the end of time. There is wealth of
information  about  training  children
available in Islamic sources which are
gathering dust in remote and neglected
libraries in the Islamic world. Unfortunately,
most Muslims believe that learning about
chemistry and biology is the route to
progress, without stopping to reflect on
how useful the calculus that we learnt has
been to us in our own lives, and how
harmful lack of character has been both on
a personal level and on a social level.

To build character, we need to thoroughly
re-vamp our educational institutions and
design them explicitly for this purpose.
Julie Reuben in The Making of the Modern
University: Intellectual transformation and
the marginalization of morality, has
described the history of university
education in the USA. She explains that
character building was a central goal, but
could not be achieved due to difference
among protestant sects. Numerous
alternatives to religion were tried and
failed before the whole mission was
abandoned, and the universities restricted
themselves to providing technical training
only, without worrying about character
development. There are several important
lessons for Muslims in this book. The first
is that many of the routes that were tried
and failed are currently being advocated
by Muslims in Islamic countries - we
should learn from the western experience.
The second is that they have given up on
the effort to build character, so they do
not have any models for us to follow.
Therefore we must look to our own

sources.

4C: The problem that arose in the west was that
they could not agree on what character
means. Morality is defined by consensus. If
we agree that homosexuality is bad, then it
is a sin and a crime (up until the 70%). If the
consensus changes, then it becomes normal
behavior, and to speak against it becomes a
crime  (currently). Fortunately, Islam
provides us with a solid foundation on
which to build here, one which is not
available in the west. The basic elements of
character are:

A strong faith in God and consequents.

® Trust in God - Tawakkul.

e Contentment — Ghana.

* Integrity, Honesty, Truthfulness.

* Amanah - Trustworthiness.

e Compassion for the weak and the

oppressed.

e Generosity

e Courage

e Strong sense of justice and the desire to

struggle for it.

There may be additions as well as different
ways to categorize items, but with minor
variations the above list would command
consensus among muslims. That we can agree
on what character is, is a tremendous asset for
the Ummah, and makes the path to achieving
goals in this direction substantially easier.

5. On the group level, it is essential to build up
unity in the Ummah. Allah @2 has stressed the
unity of the Muslims as a basis for their strength
in the Quran. Whereas the Meccan period
concentrated on building of individuals, the
Medinan period shows how to build society.
The first task of the Prophet&; was to establish
brotherhood among the Ansar and the
Mohajireen, and to eliminate tribal rivalries.
Allah &2 says that the love among the Muslims
was such that it could not have been purchased
with all the treasures of the world. It is this love
that is needed to unite the Muslims. Again our
blind imitation of western models gets in the
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Between Myself and

My Servant!

Imam Muslim#i recorded that Abu Hurayrah #% reported that the Messenger
of Allah (blessing and peace upon him) said

"Allah, the Exalted, said,

‘| have divided the prayer into two halves between Myself and My servant, and
My Servant shall have what he asks for." If he says, "Praise be to Allah, the
Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds’ Allah says, "My servant has praised Me.’
When the servant says, ‘Most Gracious, Most Merciful’. Allah says, "My servant
has glorified Me.” When he says, "Master of the Day of Judgment.’ Allah says,
"My servant has related all matters to Me.” When he says, "Thee do we worship,
and Thine aid we seek.’ Allah says, "This is between Me and My servant, and My
servant shall acquire what he sought.” When he says, "Show us the straight way.
The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose
(portion) is not wrath, and who go not astray.’ Allah says, "This is for My servant,
and My servant shall acquire what he asked for."”

(Muslim 1:296, and An-Nasai in Al-Kubra 5:11, 12)
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