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Millions attend world’s 
second-largest Muslim 
gathering

Far-right German 
politician converts to 
Islam, quits AfD party

Baitussalam 
Olympiad’2018: An Epic 
Closing Ceremony marks 
the end of two weeks of 
non-stop events!

More than two million 
people from over 130 
countries have taken part 
in the second-largest 
Muslim gathering in the 
world.

The annual Biswa Ijtema 
(“world congregation”) 
event concluded on Sunday 
with a mass, collective 
prayer on the banks of the 
Turag River, about 35km 

from the Bangladeshi 
capital, Dhaka.

Over the three-day 
ga the r i ng ,  Mu s l im 
worshippers listened 
to scholars reciting and 
explaining verses from the 
Quran. It is viewed as an 
opportunity for Muslims to 
renew their commitment 
to Islamic values.

Second in size only to Hajj, 

the annual pilgrimage to 
Muslim holy sites in Saudi 
Arabia, Biswa Ijtema was 
first held in 1967.

It is organized by Tablighi 
Jamaat, a Sunni Muslim 
missionary movement that 
began in India and whose 
members volunteer to 
spread the Islamic faith.

Biswa Ijtema has been held 
in two phases since 2011 
to accommodate the large 
number of attendees.

This year’s final prayer 
was given in Bengali, 
Bangladesh’s official 
language, for the first time 
since 1980.

Arthur Wagner, a leading 
member of the far-
right party in Germany’s 
eastern German state of 
Brandenburg, stepped 
down for “personal 
reasons”,  a  party 
spokesperson confirmed, 
according to state 

broadcaster Deutsche 
Welle.

Wagner, who has been 
a member of the 

The last Saturday of 
January’2018 witnessed 
a large gathering of 
an audience at the 
closing ceremony of the 
Olympiad’2018. It was 
held at the Intellect 
school ground and the 
audience comprised of 
corporate executives, 
educationists, parents, 
NGO representatives, 
students and volunteers, 
lots of them.

The closing ceremony 
started off with the 
recitation of the Quran 
and a Naat.  For Quran 
recitation Okasha a student 
of Jamia Baitussalam Link 
road was called on stage. 
The Naat was recited by 
Abdul Basit of Al Halil 
Huffaz Aacademy. Rao Arif 
of Jamia , Link road sang a 
patriotic song to bring forth 
the Olympiad message of 
unity. All these students 
are position holders 
from their respective 
competition category. 

The highlights of the 
ceremony along with 

awards distribution 
included a presentation 
given by a 13 year old 
student on educational 
reforms needed in society. 
A student of the Intellect 
school recited in a very 
sweet and soulful voice 
the poem ‘Alvida Hai 
Hamari’ which left many in 
the audience in tears. The 
highlights of the Olympiad 
were played in a short but 
enthralling video clip to 
loud applause and praises. 

The Honorable Counsel 
General of Turkey, in 
Karachi, was the chief 
guest in his speech, lauded 
the efforts being made 
by Baitussalam Welfare 
Trust and extended his full 
cooperation especially in 
Humanitarian works. 

A representative from the 
Turkish Red Crescent was 
also amongst the guests 
and he too, having visited 
the various educational 
facilities of Baitussalam 
including Raudha tus 
Salam, said that BST’s 
efforts were to be lauded.

An unexpected guest made 
an appearance onstage, 
that is the robot that has 
been developed in BLATU 
by the student of Jamia 
Link Road! A remarkable 
effort indeed!

Mr. Munawwar Hameed 
from Z International School 
is the only moderator 
for Cambridge O and 
A Levels Accounting in 
Pakistan. In his speech he 
offered his services to BST,  
free of cost for the rest 
of his life. Masha’Allah. 
He spoke about the 
importance of 4 D’s in 
a student’s life: Desire, 
Direction, Discipline and 
Determination. 

All winning students 
received gold, silver 
or bronze medals. A 
certificate of participation 
will be also be awarded to 
all 2200 participants.  

The winning trophy was 
taken home by the Jamia 
Baitussalam , Link Road 
Campus. Please note there 
were 26 competitions, 
academic and sports, two 
age categories and almost 

But the best part of the 
closing ceremony and 
what put the epic end to 
the Olympiad’2018 was 
the number of 

Learn good manners 
Before seeking knowledge. 
(Imam Malik DBA)

Allah (SWT) has decreed that, “The way 
you lived, is the way you will die.”
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More than two million Muslims from over 130 countries 
attended the annual Biswa Ijtema gathering in Bangladesh.

A leading politician from the Alternative for Germany (AfD) has 
converted to Islam and resigned from his position with the anti-
Muslim party, the party has confirmed.
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Note: Answers will be published in 
the February’18-2 issue of  TBB

Answers Puzzle Jan’18-2
Across:   1- Pisa; 2-Istanbul; 3-Abu Dhabi
Down:  4-Rio de Janeiro; 5-Athens; 6-Ziarat
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Far-right German politician converts to 
Islam, quits AfD party

Baitussalam Olympiad’2018: An Epic 
Closing Ceremony marks the end of two 
weeks of non-stop events!

4 Ways to Bring Barakah to 
Your Business

(Source: World Bulletin)

I went to the local shop to 
buy some naans. After plac-
ing my order, I was just wait-
ing on the side when I no-
ticed that the guy in the 
shop was just staring at the 
door and had no smile on his 
face. It seemed like he was 
annoyed that no one was 
coming to buy anything. I 
noticed he kept looking at 
the clock then at the door, 
becoming more miserable 
each time.

Initially I was reluctant to 
start a conversation and 
then I just started talking to 
him …

Me: Dear uncle, you look a 
bit unhappy ..

Uncle: No, just stressed .. 
I’ve got these 3 guys working 
at the back and no matter 
what happens I have to pay 
them .. I’m not getting any 

customers and the clock is 
ticking fast.

Me: Uncle, shall I tell you a 
secret? if you want your 
business to get busy do the 
following..

1. Smile a lot. It’s a Sunnah 
and it will attract customers.

2. Say Alhamdulillah (all 
praise belongs to Allah SWT) 
and keep repeating it and 
think of all the favors Allah 
has blessed you with (the 3 
workers were listening and 
they all started saying Al-
hamdulillah too). The secret 
to getting more from Allah 
(SWT) is to thank him for 
what he has already given 
you.

3. Send abundant saluta-
tions on the beloved Proph-
et (SAW) as this will bring 
Allah (SWT’s) blessings.

4. Make lots of dua that Al-
lah (SWT) blesses all the oth-
er business on this street 
and makes them very busy .

Uncle: What do you mean 
make dua for them to get 
busy!? They are my compet-
itors, why should I do dua for 
them ????

Me: Uncle, when you will 
make dua for them the an-
gels will say ameen to your 
du’a and they will will say 
and the same for you .. (so 
Allah SWT will give you more 
than the others).

Uncle: (he paused for a 
while and then hesitantly 
said) ya Allah (SWT).. give 
lots of customers to all the 
shops.

By the end of the conversa-
tion, the shop was buzzing 
with happy workers and a 
happy manager and the at-
mosphere was super 
charged. All the workers 
were smiling and their 
tongues were busy praising 
Allah (SWT).

I felt so buzzed that I started 
ordering food for my neigh-
bors.
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party since 2015, refused to comment to the daily newspaper that first broke the news of 
his conversion.

“That’s my private business,” he told the daily.

On the party’s Brandenburg state committee, Wagner’s work focused on churches and faith 
communities.

The AfD has campaigned against refugees and migrants and made history when it won 12.6 
percent of the vote in federal elections in September 2017, entering the Bundestag for the 
first time.

The party became the third largest party in the Bundestag.

The news sparked derision on social media, with many Twitter users pointing to the irony 
of Wagner converting to Islam after being a high-ranking member of a party that has railed 
against the presence of Muslims in Germany.

The Alternative for Germany is known for its mantra that “Islam doesn’t belong in Germany.” 
Now a senior member of the party in Brandenburg has caused a mini-sensation by converting 
to Islam.
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Spring!

The freezing winters in 
at least this part of the 
world is almost over. 
February in fact marks 
the harvest season and 
the arrival of spring! As 
flowers bloom and and 
birds spread their wings 
and return home, here 
are a few interesting 
facts about the Spring 
season. 

1.The first day of spring is 
called the vernal equinox. 
The term vernal is Latin 
for “spring” and equinox 
is Latin for “equal night.”

2.On the first day of 
spring, a person at the 
North Pole would see the 
sun skimming across the 
horizon, beginning six 
months of uninterrupted 
daylight. A person at the 
South Pole would see the 
sun skimming across the 
horizon, signaling the 
start of six months of 
darkness.

3.If  Pope Gregory 
XIII would not have 
established the Gregorian 
calendar, which most of 
the world now observes, 
in 1582, then every 128 
years the vernal equinox 
would have come a full 
calendar day earlier, 
eventually putting Easter 
in midwinter.

4.While springtime brings 
flowers and warmer 
weather, it may be the 
worst time for human 
babies to be born. A 
large-scale study found 
that babies born in the 
spring are more likely to 
develop schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder, major 
depression, and anorexia.

5.The first day of spring in 

the Southern Hemisphere 
is the first day of fall in the 
Northern Hemisphere.

6.Holidays that occur 
in spring include Easter, 
Passover, April Fool’s Day, 
Earth Day, Arbor Day, 
Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day, Cinco De Mayo, and 
Holi (festival of colors in 
India).

7.If Earth rotated on an 
axis perpendicular to the 
plane of its orbit around 
the sun rather than on 
a 23.4º tilt, there would 
be no variation in day 
lengths and no variation 
in seasons.

8.The first day of spring 
marks the beginning 
of Nowruz (“The New 
Day”), which is the 
Persian New Year. The 
celebration lasts 13 
days and is rooted in the 
3,000-year-old tradition 
of Zoroastrianism. It 
is celebrated in Iran, 
the North Caucasus, 
Ku rd i sh  pa r t s  o f 
Turkey and Northern 
I raq,  Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, and other 
scattered populations in 
Central Asia.

9.The myth that it is 
possible to balance an egg 
on its end on the spring 
equinox is just that: a 
myth. Trying to balance 
an oval-shaped object on 
its end is no easier on the 
spring equinox than on 
any other day.

10.While some people 
prefer not to feed birds 
in spring and summer, 
during the spr ing 
migration, a feeder might 
be a useful source of food 
for traveling birds.

Fahmeden: Deen and Duniya 
Hand In Hand-Baitussalam 
Youth Club Course for Young 
Girls!

East London primary school 
backs down over hijab ban

After the successful 
reception of the first session 
of its “Youth Club for Girls” 
(YCG), Baitussalam is proud 
to announce the second 
course of YCG!

Launched just three months 
earlier, with the intentions 
of spreading awareness 
and understanding of Deen 
Al-Islam in the Muslim 
adolescents and teenagers 
of today, this short Youth 
Program has been a grand 
success.  

The very first batch of 
Baitussalam Youth Club 

for Girls took place over 
a period of two months, 
from September 2017 
to November 2017, and 
targeted Muslim girls from 
12 to 19 years of age. 
Teachers from different 
backgrounds conducted 
courses in different areas 
of Al-Islam, along with 
motivational talks who 
helped the girls identify 
their core strengths and 
focus on those areas to help 
them gain success in both 
the Deen and the Duniya. 

Now the much-awaited 
second course is due to start 

from 6th February 2018 and 
will encompass several fun-
filled workshops and short 
courses; including topics 
such as social skills, a short 
journey toward improved 
namaz, Daily Sunnahs and 
Ahadeeth of Rasool Allah 
(SAW) craft making and 
much more. Enroll now!       

For registration and more 
information, feel free to 
contact: 0323-2970320

Ve n u e :  M a r k a z - e -
Fehmedeen, Phase 4, 
Opposite Baitussalam 
Masjid, DHA, Karachi.

A primary school that 
controversially banned pupils 
from wearing hijabs appears 
to have backed down after 
the chair of governors 
announced his resignation 
following complaints from 
parents.

St Stephen’s primary school 
in Newham, east London, hit 
the headlines at the weekend 
after it was reported it had 
banned Muslim girls under 
the age of eight from wearing 
headscarves, to the delight of 
campaigners who argued it 
enforces religious conformity 
on children.

That decision, along with 
curbs on children fasting on 
school days during Ramadan, 

upset many parents, who said 
they had not been consulted.

On Friday, the school’s 
chair of governors, said he 
was stepping down, telling 
colleagues in an email: “I 
wish the school continued 
success and am truly sorry 
that my actions have caused 
any harm to the reputation of 
the fantastic school.”

His comments regarding 
“Islamisation” posted on 
social media attracted 
sustained criticism, while 
parents complained that 
they first heard about the 
ban through the media rather 
than the school.

The website for St Stephen’s 

posted a note on Friday, 
headlined as a uniform 
policy update that read: 
“Having spoken to our school 
community we now have a 
deeper understanding of the 
matter and have decided 
to reverse our position with 
immediate effect.”

The note was later amended 
to read: “The school has 
taken the decision to make 
the changes to this policy 
with immediate effect 
and this follows on from 
conversations with our school 
community. We will work 
without school community to 
continue to review this policy 
going forward in the best 
interests of our children.”
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Chair of governors at St Stephen’s primary school in Newham 
resigns following complaints from parents

students who came up to the volunteers to pledge to work towards the BST’s mission and 
vision of combining the youth of the country on a common platform to a make united strong 
front against all negative external forces. 

Hazrat Maulana Abdul Sattar Sahb (DBA) ended the ceremony with a short but powerful 
bayaan. In his bayan he said people often ask him how BST manages to do what all it is 
doing. He said my humble and honest reply is always that even I don’t know. It is all due to 
duas and Allah (SWT’s) blessings. 

#CelebratingtheSpiritofUnity

Again a big, huge shout out to all the sponsors, especially Millat Plastics for the support.

A lot of duas and loud applause for the team of volunteers from BST, and from amongst the 
students of the Intellect school, Jamia Baitussalam Link road and Talaganag, for their hard 
work and all the efforts that they put in to make this event a mega success.

Last but not the least, Allhamdullilah! 
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