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Palestinian leader spurns 
US peace plan

Baitussalam Welfare 
Trust: Aid for the 
Rohingya refugees, BSWT 
steps up efforts

Successful setup of refugee 
camp for our Syrian 
brothers and sisters:

Myanmar denies access to 
UN investigator

His comments came after a 
UN General Assembly vote 
effectively repudiated 
Washington’s controversial 
declaration.

Washington has for the 
past few months been 
drafting a new peace plan, 
though it has not divulged 
any details.

D o n a l d  Tr u m p ’ s 
controversial recognition 
of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital two weeks ago was 
condemned across the 
Arab and Muslim world, 
and hailed in Israel.

What did Mahmoud Abbas 
say?

The Palestinian leader 
reiterated that he no 
longer accepted 

BSWT, in collaboration with 
the Turkish Red Crescent, 
distributed 35,000 food 

ration packets amongst 
approximately 6,000 
families of the Rohingya 

Muslims.  The food packets 
comprised of 1 kg sugar, 2 
kgs of rice, family packs of 
biscuits and peanuts. Along 
with working hard and with 
complete dedication for 
the Syrian refugees, BSWT 
is also working alongside 
Turkish NGOS for the relief 
of the Rohingya Muslims.

Containers loaded with 
weather proof tents and 
other necessities that had 
departed from Karachi 
a few weeks back, have 
reached Turkey and the 
process of setting up a 
proper Refugee camp at 
the Turkey/Syria border is 
almost complete. 

A team from the BSWT is 
currently in Turkey and 
they visited the camp site 
for a proper survey and 
gave in their observations. 

The camp is being set up 
in a collaboration with 
Diyanet Foundation  and 
AFAD, Turkey. 

Families are being move 
into a tent each and being 
settled in . Additional 
goods, necessary for daily 
use are also being sent 
across.

It’s a big task that has 
been undertaken by BSWT 
and Allhamdullilah with 
the help and donations of 
the Pakistanis along with 

Turkish authorities, the 
project is taking shape 
in a successful manner. 
All is being done under 
observation of the BSWT’s 
team of volunteers which 
is present on ground in 
Turkey all along.

The team of volunteers 
also visited a school from 
the times of the  Khalifa 
Sultan Abdul Hamid ul Sani 
Maaza Ibn Jabal school and 
et the students there and 
also conducted a class for 
them

Two more containers have 
left Karachi for Turkey, 
containing 10,000 gents’ 
trousers and over  1 lac 
bottles of shampoos. 

 A UN investigator, who had 
been due to visit Myanmar 
in January had to assess the 
human rights situation, “all 
access to the country” has 
been denied, he was told.

“It is a shame that Myanmar 
has decided to take this 
route,” the UN’s special 
rapporteur, said in a 
statement.

“The Government has 
repeated ly  den ied 
violations of human rights 
are occurring throughout 
Myanmar, particularly 
in Rakhine State. They 
have said that they have 
nothing to hide, but their 
lack of cooperation with 
my mandate and the fact-
finding mission suggests 
otherwise,” said Lee.

Myanmar authorities have 
also not been cooperating 
with the Human Rights 
Council’s Independent 
International Fact-Finding 
Mission on Myanmar, 
established in March 2017, 
the statement read.

“I am puzzled and 
disappointed by this 
decision by the Myanmar 
Government.

“This declaration of non-
cooperation with my 
mandate can only be viewed 
as a strong indication that 
there must be something 
terribly awful happening in 
Rakhine, as well as 

Allah (SWT) can change 
the most hopeless 
situation into the Best 
moment of your life.

When sadness fills your heart and 
tears fill your eyes, remember 
3 things: Allah (SWT) is with you, 
still with you, always with you.
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Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has said he will not 
accept any US plan for peace with Israel, after it recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The Rohingya, described by the UN as the world’s most 
persecuted people, have faced heightened fears of attack since 
dozens were killed in communal violence in 2012.
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Facts, Events & Beliefs
Jerusalem is a city 
located in modern-day 
Israel and is considered 
by many to be one of 
the holiest places in the 
world. Jerusalem is a 
site of major significance 
for the three largest 
monotheistic religions: 
Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity, and both 
Israel and Palestine have 
claimed Jerusalem as 
a capital city. Because 
of these strong, age-
old associations, bloody 
conflicts to control the 
city and sites within it 
have been waged for 
thousands of years.

EARLY HISTORY OF 
J E R U S A L E M
Scholars believe the first 
human settlements in 
Jerusalem took place 
during the Early Bronze 

Age—somewhere around 
3500 B.C.

In 1000 B.C. Hazrat 
Daood (AS) is said to have 
conquered Jerusalem. 
The Babylonians occupied 
Jerusalem in 586 B.C., 
destroyed the Temple, 
and sent the Jews into 
exile. About 50 years 
after that, the Persian 
King Cyrus allowed Jews 
to return to Jerusalem 
and rebuild the Temple.

The Ottoman Empire 
ruled Jerusalem and 
much of the Middle East 
from about 1516 to 1917.

After World War I, 
Great Britain took over 
Jerusalem, which was 
part of Palestine at 
the time. The British 
controlled the city and 
surrounding region 
until Israel became an 



Note: Answers will be published in 
the January’18-2 issue of TBB

Answers Puzzle Dec’17-2
Across: 1-Seven; 2-Eight; 3-Nine
Down:  4-Sixteen; 5-Ten; 6-One
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Baitussalam Olympiad 
2018: The stage is being set 
for the biggest Inter-school 
and Madaris event!

Baitussalam Shikarpur: 
Admissions open for 
Hifz and contemporary 
education

Baitussalam 
Youth Club: A 
great slumber 
party conducted-
the Winter 
Camp!

As preparations reach 
the final stages for the 

Olympiad ‘2018, the team 
is working hard to make 

this event a bigger success 
than the flagship event. 
Allhamdulillah, with the 
backing of big brands such 
as Millat Plastic sponsoring 
the event, 15th-28th of 
Janauary’18 will definitely 
be happening few days. 

An offshoot of the 
Baitussalam Education 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e 
Baitussalam Youth Club 
came up with an exciting 
and interesting way to 
engage the youth in an 
entertaining and valuable 
way by conducting a two 
days winter camp during 
the winter holidays. 
The camp was held in a 
place at the outskirts of 
Karachi. In the two days, 
the participants who 

numbered to hopping 
figure of 60, participated 
in various character and 
moral building activities. 
They played football, 
barbequed under the 
starry sky, attended 
t r a i n i n g  s e s s i on s , 
reassure hunt, they went 
trekking and also gave 
presentations on various 
topic. 

It was indeed a memorable 
time spent. 

Admissions are open for 
Hifz and contemporary 
education both at the 
Baitussalam Shikarpur 
Markaz. The people 
living in the city and 
the surrounding areas 

greatly appreciate the 
efforts being made by the 
Baitussalam team there 
and currently 2 classes of 
Hifz and 3 classes of Nazra 
are being conducted. The 
response to new admission 

announcement has been 
very enthusiastic. The age 
bracket to enroll is 7-11 
years old.

Recently an award 
ceremony was also held 
at the Shikarpur Markaz in 
which students performing 
well were honored. The 
ceremony was attended 
by the students along with 
their parents and people 
living in the neighborhood 
also attended. 

the US as a mediator in the peace process with Israel. He also rebuffed a new US framework for peace 
being developed by President Trump’s Middle East envoy, Jared Kushner, before it has been launched.

“The United States has proven to be a dishonest mediator in the peace process and we will no longer 
accept any plan from the United States,” Mr Abbas told a news conference in Paris.

While the details of the US plan are not known, it has been devised for months and there has been an 
expectation it will be publicly launched in early 2018.

The last round of US-brokered peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians collapsed amid acrimony 
in April 2014.
Why is the US at loggerheads with the international community?

Washington perceives the diplomatic opposition to its position on Jerusalem as an attack on its own 
sovereignty.
It says it has the right to decide its own policies, including where it places its embassies. Alongside 
recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Donald Trump ordered the US embassy to be relocated there 
from Tel Aviv, breaking rank with the rest of the global community which maintain their embassies in 
the coastal city.

While the US has been widely criticized for reversing decades of neutrality on the issue of Jerusalem, 
Washington says it is fulfilling an election pledge by Donald Trump to implement the Jerusalem Embassy 
Act passed by Congress in 1995 but continuously postponed.

in the rest of the country,” Lee said.

Since Aug. 25, more than 656,000 Rohingya have crossed from Myanmar’s western state of Rakhine into 
Bangladesh, according to the UN. The refugees are fleeing a military operation that has seen security 
forces and Buddhist mobs kill men, women and children, loot homes and torch Rohingya villages.

The Rohingya, described by the UN as the world’s most persecuted people, have faced heightened fears 
of attack since dozens were killed in communal violence in 2012.

At least 9,000 Rohingya were killed in Myanmar’s western Rakhine state from Aug. 25 to Sept. 24, 
according to Doctors Without Borders.

In a report published on Dec. 12, the global humanitarian organization said that the deaths of 71.7 
percent or 6,700 Rohingya were caused by violence. They include 730 children below the age of 5.

The UN has documented mass gang rapes, killings — including of infants and young children — brutal 
beatings, and disappearances committed by security personnel. In a report, UN investigators said such 
violations may have constituted crimes against humanity.

independent state in 
1948.

Jerusalem was divided 
during the first 20 years 
of Israel’s existence. 
Israel controlled the 
Western portions of it, 
while Jordan controlled 
East Jerusalem.

After the 1967 Six-Day 
War, Israel seized all of 
Jerusalem.

THE TEMPLE MOUNT

The Temple Mount is a 
compound located on a 
hill in Jerusalem that’s 
comprised of about 35 
acres of land. It contains 
religious structures such 
as the Western Wall, the 
Dome of the Rock and al-
Aqsa Mosque.

This ancient landmark 
is the holiest place in 
Judaism. References to 
the area date back to 
Abraham’s near-sacrifice 
of his son Isaac in Jewish 
scripture. The site is also 

the location of the first 
and second Temples and 
the spot where many 
Jewish prophets taught.

The Temple Mount is 
thought to be the third 
holiest site in Islam (after 
Makkah and Madina) and 
where Muslims believe 
the Prophet Muhammad  
(SAW) ascended to 
heaven.

Christians also believe 
the site is significant to 
their faith. It’s a place 
that prophets mentioned 
in the Old Testament 
of the Bible, and was 
visited by Hazrat Essa 
(AS) according to the New 
Testament.

B e c a u s e  i t  h a s 
religious and historical 
implications, occupation 
of the Temple Mount has 
been the cause of bitter 
conflict for centuries, 
especially between Jews 
and Muslims living nearby.

Facts, Events & Beliefs

It’s that time of the year 
again when the people 
across the globe are en-
joying the festivities that 
come with winters! Hot 
chocolate cups, dry fruits, 
holidays, family gathering 
and of course weddings 
mark the winters in the 
city of lights Karachi. But, 

while we enjoy all the ele-
ments of winters, we 
need to pause, learn and 
reflect over what Islam 
has to say about wed-
dings. What should a 
Muslim wedding be like?

Legal Status of
 Marriage in Islam

Nikah is a very blessed 
Sunnah so much so that 
scholars have written to 
occupy oneself in arrang-
ing to marry, or in main-
taining ones’ marriage 
through earning a living 
etc. is preferred over per-
forming extra (nafl) acts 
of worship, 

Procedure for 
Marriage in Islam
Choosing a suitable part-
ner

Although beauty, physical 
attraction or a feature 
which is pleasing can be 
adopted as a means of 
choosing a partner as 
subtly hinted in the Qu-
ran, the ultimate criteria 
and basis should be the 
religious inclination and 
practice of the individual.

Hazrat Abu Hurairah 
(RDA) narrated that or Be-
loved Prophet (SAW) said:

“A woman is married for 
four things, i.e. he wealth, 
her family status, her 
beauty and her religion. 
So you should marry the 
religious woman (other-
wise) you will be losers.” 
(Bukhari)

It is Sunnah for the mar-
riage to be pronounced 
and performed in the 

Masjid

Proposal & Accep-
tance, two male wit-
nesses and Wakeel :
Since the purpose of 
Nikah is to safeguard a 
person’s chastity and 
modesty, Islam has kept 
the procedure for Nikah 
very simple and straight 
forward.

 Nikah is performed with 
a proposal by the male or 
female and acceptance by 
the male or female and in 
the presence of two male 
Muslim witnesses The 
bride gives consent to her 
representative (Wakeel) 
in the presence of two 
witnesses to perform her 
marriage. The Wakeel 
represents the bride in 
the presence of the two 
witnesses and the stipu-
lated dowry. The witness-
es must be two trust-
worthy and pious male 
Muslims who are not her 
ascendants e.g. father, 
grandfather or descen-
dants e.g. son, grandson, 
etc. 

Mehr
The groom’s side must of-
fer a certain amount of 
mahr, or dowry. This 

could be in the form of 
cash, jewelry or other 
items of value, as long as 
the bride agrees to it. The 
mahr does not have to be 
physically handed over to 
the woman at this stage 
but a contract of intent 
must be sealed for the 
marriage to be valid, 

 Valima:
Valima is the Sunnah of 
our beloved Prophet 
(SAW). It is an outward 
expression of gratitude 
and pleasure and a great 
means of publicizing the 
marriage, which has been 
greatly encouraged. One 
should invite family-mem-
bers, relatives, friends, as-
sociates, scholars and pi-
ous people and others. It 
is wrong to invite only rich 
people or those who are 
regarded to be from the 
upper-class.

When one accepts the in-
vitation and attends the 
party, one has fulfilled the 
responsibility, regardless 
of whether one ate or 
otherwise, although it is 
better to eat if one is not 
fasting. If one is fasting, 
then one should attend 
and make Dua, and if not, 
then one should eat and 
make Dua. 

(to be continued…)
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